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Article analysis
[bookmark: _GoBack]In a queer place and Time - Judith Halberstam
The author of this text focuses on the issues of trans phobic and homophobic violence. He argues that there has been a lot of discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation and gender identity. His text puts a lot of light on the Brandon Teena story, a female born transgendered person in a rural setting who was brutally murdered together with his two friends simply for being transgender, something that was unacceptable in the community in which they were living. The author clearly brings out the challenges that the transgendered people are going through in the space and how they have been denied their rights. In his work, the author says, ‘My purpose here is to build on the flashes of insight afforded by violent encounters between “normal” guys and gender-variant people in order to theorize the meaning of gender transitivity in late capitalism.’ The author also argues that Brandon’s murder deploys a class bias in relation to depiction of anti-queer violence. (Annalee Newitz and Matt Wary). In gay/lesbian and queer studies, it has been determined that space has a great influence on identity, perception and practices of sex and sexuality. Comparison done between the rural and urban settings shows a lot of contrast between the two spaces. Most queer work on community, sexual identity, homosexuality and gender role has been based on urban populations. Non-urban spaces are characterized by traditions and practices such as homosexuality are taken as a high degree of perversion. What is considered “normal” in terms of sexual behavior in this space is mainly based on mores and values of the society. Individuals are socialized to sexual attitudes by their community, families, education system and religion. This space generally views homosexuality as wrong and rather, heterosexuality is honored. However, people have gone out of what the space considers as normative behavior by engaging in different sexuality such as lesbianism, gaysism and transgender.
Sexuality has been regulated in this space by identifying the queer and having them brutality punished. An example is of Brandon and his friends who were punished by death. This has made the queer in the society fear coming out and rather prefers living in isolation. The space gives much privilege to the heterogeneous sexuality as this is what is considered as being ‘straight’. On the other hand, sexualities such as transgender, homosexuals and lesbians are highly condemned and have been erased and invisibilized by the space. The queer in the space have sought an alternative in big cities as there, gender codes and are more flexible and hence they are able to desire and express themselves outside the ‘norm’. In Rubin’s essay, ‘sexual enthographesis’, he talks about the great gay immigration where the young queer decided to move from their small communities and move to gay centers such as San Francisco and New York, a place where they felt free to practice their sexuality freely (Rubin, 1984). One thing that people have found difficult to understand though is why Brandon had decided to practice his sexual preferences in a community such as falls city. This has been hard to understand because he knew the place was clearly not a good place to pass as a man and date girls because the community was highly against such practices.

